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While initial results of the SIFT-related research are only now being generated, 
trans-scalar architectural projects have begun to develop. The most promising of 
these projects looks at playing with augmenting building envelopes in anticipa-
tion of SIFTed images generated through Google image capturing. This produces 
the possibility of anonymity at two scales.  First, the effect would be designed 
at a scale where no single street view perspective could possibly access the 
aggregate information and would likely not even recognize a difference in pat-
tern within the urban environment at all.  Secondly, the scalar relationship yields 
a range of anonymous possibilities from the perspective of street and satellite 
imaging.  On one hand, an aggregate image might in fact trick the satellite into 
thinking its seeing something else.  On the other, a city could produce an image of 
itself that yields explicit and accurate information allowing for example real time 
demographics to communicate upwards while the general population on the sur-
face might have no idea they are communicating anything at all (such as simple 
variation on brick patterning).  While this project is only in its infancy, it demon-
strates a serious attempt to address and make use of anonymity as a material 
effect emerging from a lineage of non-relational architectural experimentation.

Figure 4. Trans-scalar envelope articulation
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ON ANONYMITY AND AUTONOMY
The largest omission from this paper lies in a deeper examination of Carl 
Schmitt’s form of sovereignty, a revisitation of Paul Virilio’s accident, and 
Benjamin Bratton’s speculations on their convergence through The Stack.13 Pier 
Vittorio Aureli’s research on experimental models of autonomy is also a likely 
source of insight into the problem of anonymity.14 The formulations of both Rossi 
and Eisenman so closely mirror Schmitt’s sovereign that in order to address archi-
tecture’s involvement with governance, one must look at howarchitectural deci-
sions are made within distributed models of control.  Given the lack of origin or 
centralized decision-making figures in complex environments, the accident may 
now have a hierarchical advantage over sovereign force given the magnitude 
anonymity now enjoys within the polis. The technological apparatus that now 
orders the earth treats anonymity as its highest form of status.  An inverse map-
ping of anonymity may actualize otherwise indistinct hierarchies of power within 
a cloud polis. Aureli provided the inspiration to look more deeply into anonymity 
in the first place.  In his book, The Possibility of an Absolute Architecture, Aureli 
explores Rossi’s identification of anonymity within Boullee’s own work. So aside 
from obvious investigations into the Italian precedents found in his broader body 
of research (Piranesi, Archizoom, Superstudio, the Operaismo), Boullee looks to 
be an interesting source that might provide more insight into the mechanisms 
of production of anonymity. Future experimentation squarely lies in a series of 
interoperable agent-based models that attempt to produce anonymous morphol-
ogies through the real-time interaction between large sets of SIFTed parts. How 
an anonymous and non-relational architecture can be effectively communicated, 
discussed and integrated into the larger discourse remains an open question.  
The answer may lie in a kind of alien non-relational functionalism, the contours of 
which remain undefined.
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